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Make Aakash
consumer-friendly,
Govt tells IIT

ANUBHUTI VISHNO]
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 18

THE Union Human Re-
source Development Min-
istry has asked ITT-Jodhpur
towithdraw the military style
specifications it had drawn
up for the Aakash tablet and
come up with tablet specifi-
cations suited to a general
consumer. The same was
conveyed to the II'T authori-
ties in a meeting chaired by
HRD Minister Kapil Sibal
on Tuesday.

The Indian Express first re-
ported that IIT-Jodhpur and
Canadian firm Datawind
were bickering over a range
of issues involving the gov-
ernment’s showpiece $35
Aakash tablet and the min-
istry has had to repeatedly
step in to defuse the crisis.

The IIT was told to de-
fine the testing protocols for
the tablet, but Datawind ob-
jected, calling these more
suitable to the ‘rugged’ mili-
tary tablets customised to
function in hardy weather,

The $35 tablet, on the
other hand, is a basic and un-
cluttered device targeted at
students and packed with
features intended for educa-
tional use.

‘Withdraw military-style
specifications’
IMT-Jodhpur handed out
a list of technical specifica-
tions for rugged military
tablets — the kind that
Hewlett Packard developed
a few years back for usage
under extreme weather con-
ditions. Datawind objected
to these specifications, as
confirmed by Datawind
CEO Suneet S Tuli, and the
ministry has now asked ITT-
Jodhpur to develop specifi-
cations suited for students,
Eyebrows are also being
raised over IIT ‘developing’
military specifications,
which, far from being origi-
nal and customised to Indian
needs, appear to be exact
copies of the HP rugged
tablet specifications.
Aakash was developed
following a six-year project,
with a Rs 4,772 lakh contract
given to IIT-Jodhpur for a
“low-cost access-cum-com-
puting device”.
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Twill strengthen links
between Indza &Johnson’

SOUMITRA DUTTA, 48, an [IT-Delhi
alumnus, will become the Tith
Dean of the Samuel Curtis
Johnson Graduate School of
Management at Cornelt on July 1,
In an emailed Interview to
Kalpana Pathak, the first indian-
origin head in the institution’s
66-year old history says there are
several areas of interest that
could help differentiate the
university from the rest in India.
Edited excerpts:

Howdoes it feeltobethe
Deanof Cornell University's
management school?

Iam honoured and humbled by
the confidence expressed in my
leadership by the Comell com-
munity and the Johnson busi-
ness school. I am also proud to
be the first Indian to assume this
prestigious position.

Indian-origin academicians
are increasingly being named
atthehelm of prestigious
universitiesin the US. Why do
you thinkthisishappening?
There are several reasons for
this: (a) There are many more
academics now in US schools
(so the supply is higher). (b}
Indians are communicative
and speak English well in gen-
eral — good communication
abilities are important for lead-
ers. {¢) Indians are used to
diversity and are able to handle
multi-culturalism

well — an important

trait for leading
organisations with

diverse groups of

people. (d) Indians

R AT A
L
i
between Indla and Johnson in
the future,

What areas would your
managementschool would
look at? Other international
universities areimparting
executive educationin India.
There are several areas of inter-
est that could also
help differentiate
Johnson: (a)
Bringing Cornell’s
universities’ many
strengths in areas

havegoodworketh-  SOUMITRA DUTTA  like agricultural sci-

fc and are disci- pesignate bean of
plined hard work-  Cornell University's

ences, physical sci-
ences and health

ers. (e) Many of the managementschool  care to bear upon

Indian professors

come from top Indian institu-
tions like the IITs which pro-
vide world class education.

Overadozen internadonal .
universitiesand their
B-schools have firmedup
their India plans except for
Cornell, Would that change
after yourappointment?
India is a very important mar-
ket for the Johnson school -
many of Johnson’s students
and faculty come from India.I

will certainly look atplan for

further strengthening links

solutions for India’s

challenges in critical areas like *

energy, agriculture, health care,
etc. (b) Leveraging Cornell’s
plans to open a new technolo-
gy campus in New York city to
build links with India’s vibrant
technology entrepreneurs. (¢)
Leveraging centres at Johnson
such as the Emerging Markets
Institute and the Sustainable
Enterprise institute to impart
relevant executive education to
Indian business leaders. °
»

Academicians are termlhg
your appeintmentasa

ExIsy.
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unique one and one that
would be benefitting Cornell
at this juncture. How?

This is the first time that a
major Ametican university has
gone outside the national
boundaries to hire a Dean. This
is unique and reflects the
changing nature of the world.
America realises that it needs
to reach out to the world and
Integrate global perspectives.
My appointment is a reflection
of this change.

Recession made American
and European B-schoolslook
atIndia.Doyou think this
could change as these
economies begintorecover?
American and European B-
schools are looking at India for
several reasons: (a) India is a
great source of talent - both
students and faculty. (b} India
is a vibrant market for pro-
grammes and services offered
by these schools. (¢) Indiaisa
vibrant research platform
where innovation is thriving
and new business models are
emerging. These reasons are
really not linked to the reces-
sion and I think that the inter-
est in India will continue to
grow over the next years,
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1IMs learn the art of fund ralsmg

Institutes may finally set up a fund-raising departmentto push thelr expansion plans

SWATI GARG
Kolkata, 18 January

ore than 10 months after the
M‘group on fund raising for the
ndian Institutes of
Management (1IMs), headed by Harl
Bhartia, co-chairman and MD, Jubilant
Crganosys, submitted its recommen-

. dations to the Ministry of Human
Resources and Development (MHRD),

. theTIMs may finally have a fund-raising
department in place, ‘

" Ata recently concluded workshop

. on fund-raising held in Delhi, a struc-
tured move in the direction of profes-
slonal fund raising activities by the IIMs

. was discussed. The IIMs have so far
been dependent on the MHRD grants to
fund their expansion and infrastruc-

- ture requirements.

. M J Xavier, director, IIM-Ranchi,
said setting up such a department
.. would cost ¥ crore, To raise funds, the
IIMs will engage the services of fund-
" ralsing experts, who will work towards
increasing the process of engagement
and investment with the alumni. “The
culture of professional fund-raising has
been missing at the IIMs, This idea will
make funding, in cash and kind, a part

: : of the IIM cultute,” said Debashis

+ Chatterjee, director, IIM-Kozhikode.

%  IIM-Lucknow, IM-Ranchi and IIM-

' Raipur said they teo may set up a simi-
lar department, IIM-Calcutta in addi-
- Hon to setting up a fund raising
department is considering involving the

BRINGING TRANSPARENCY

HOW THE IVY LEAGUES DO IT

directly
® Assets:

dean of external affairs in the process.
“We are working on giving more
structure to the process, the final outlay
of which will be decided over the next
few months. We will tap into the rich

pool of alumnli present in varidus posi-
tiens of influence,” said Shekhar
Chaudhury, director, IIM-Calcutta.

NIM-Calcutta and IIM-Ahmedabad
have an estimated 10,000 atumni, while
IIM-Bangalore has 8,000 alumni.

An ITM director, on the condition of
anonymity, told Business Standard, that
once the department is established, they
would look at ralsing up to ¥15 crore.

Mint ND 19/01/2012

" Internatlonal institutes seek donations In any
form, cash or kind from donors !

" Cash donations: A doner may want to donate

In cash
Donors can gift a property or real estate

in the name of family members or trust

" Sponsorships: Donors may sponsor
events or programmes

® Endowments: Endowments in
cash or kind (property) with
principal amount remaining
intact

®Securities: Companies may
donate securitles seeking the
dual advantage of no capital
gains tax and tax exemption

“While this is what one would want
to raise in the first year itself, realisti-
cally, this might be a difficult target to
reach because of the absence of a cul-
ture of donating to educational insti-
tutes,” the director said.

IIMs need to build a corpus which
they have been unable todo forall these
years. Whatever money is available is
largely in the form of government
grants. The 1IMs have not been suc-
cessful in getting any significant dona-
tion from outside parties and using that
corpus todothings leading to academ-
fcexcellence,
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Today, the bulk of the money that
IIMs generate is through the
Management Development Progra-
mines (MDPs) or executive education
programnes they conduct. In absence of
these, they would be ninning atalossor
just marginally breaking even.

"A corpus is a way out and building
one is a priority. If we implement the
other recommendation of more teach-
ing and more research, it means less
MDPs and in turn, less income for not
only the professors but also for the ITMs,
To make up for that income, either you
inctease the fee or find some other
source of money. Else, the budget of
1IMs may go for a toss," chairman of
Maruti Suzuki India and author of this
report on new governance structures,
had earller told Bustness Standard.

However, Samir Barua, director IIM-
Ahmedabad confessed to facing sever-
al problems in fund-raising. According
to Barua, IIM-Ahmedabad is in the
process of ralsing ¥0 crore, but has so
farbeen unable to do so.

Among the techniques under dis-
cussion are the idea of chair professor-
ship, which will be given to an esteemed
person in return of a grant for a specif-
ic department. The second method
under consideration is providing par-
tial/ electronic access to courses for
corporates who make donations.

According to B § Sahay, director,
IIM-Raipur, reasons for fund-raising
have to be determined before possible
donors are approached.

Educational institutions to publish balance sheets

Institutes will follow
uniform accounting
norm and disclose
income, expenditure
in standard format

BY PRASHANT K. NANDA
prashant.n@livemint.com

NEW DELHI

1l educational institutes
under the central gov-
ernment and those that

get grants or approvals from
central education regulators
will be directed by the govern-
ment to publish a balance
sheet every year, starting 2013,
to bring in more transparency
to the sector.

The educational institutes
will follow a uniform account-
ing norm and disclose income

and expenditure in a standard
format similar te that of com-
panies, according to an initia-
tive unveiled on Wednesday.
“The aim is to bring trans-
parency and openness in our
educational institutes,” said
Kapil Sibal, minister for hu-
man resource development.
All Union government insti-
tutes, including central univer-
sities, Indian Institutes of
Technology, Indian Institutes
of Management and National
Institutes of Technology will
have to adhere to the account-
ing standards. Besides, all uni-
versities and colleges under
the University Grant Commis-
sion, the All India Council for
Technical Education and the
National Council of Teachers
Education will have to follow
the norms. Even schools affili-
ated to the Union gov-

Sibal says the filing
of balance sheets
will come into force
from the 2013
academie session

ernment-controlled  Central
Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) will have to incorpo-
rate the accounting norms.
The standards and guide-
lines have been prepared by
the Institute of Chartered Ac-
countants of India (Icai).
“Donations coming from
within or outside India, grants
received and expenditures in-
curred will all be detailed in a
uniform format,” said G. Ram-

aswamy, Icai president.

India has 572 universities
and more than 31,000 colleges,
where around 15 million stu-
dents pursue higher educa-
tion. In addition, there are at
least 10,000 CBSE schools.

Sibal said his ministry had
accepted the report in princi-
ple and “it will come into force
from the 2013 academic ses-
sion”. Sibal will discuss the re-
port in the Central Advisory
Board of Education, a panel
comprising experts, academi-
cians and state education min-
isters.

“1 would like to see this
adopted by all educational in-
stitutes in the country but
states need to come on board

t00,” he said.
Though central government
institutes submit their ac-

counts to the government and

the Comptroller and Auditor
General of India audits them,
private institutes are not
obliged to do so. At least 60%
of colleges are under private
control.

The standards will provide
clarity on the deployment of
funds, Ramaswamy said. “It
will lead to decommercialisa-
tion and orderly growth of ed-
ucation,” he said.

The Icai president said that
some colleges might be talking
about sustainable revenue
model but that needs to be
spelt out.

“Once the accounting is
done, you will putit online ina
centralized server,” he said.
“If you are earning revenue
then you have to deploy 85% in
education every year. This ac-
counting norm will help ana-
lyse and come to a conclusion

on who is doing what.”

Jaydeep N. Shah, vice-presi-
dent of Icai, said the step will
take care of concerns that
many private institutions en-
gage in malpractices to fleece
students.

A private university admin-
istrator in the National Capital
Region attacked the move and
said it would discourage in-
vestment.

“The education malpractice
Bill, the education tribunal Bill
and even this accounting stan-
dard are aimed at one direc-
tion—scuttle private invest-
ment. If somebody is investing
a billion rupees, he would like
to get some_return,” said the
official, requesting anonymity.
“When government can’t pro-
vide access to all, why is it then
discouraging private participa-
tion?”
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The Genetics Gamble

Looking at lITians as sperm banks
expands the market

he Chennai couple who advertised online for sperm dona-
Ttions preferably from 1T studentsis merely skippingafew

steps — and the social niceties — that go into the usual
arranged-match strategy. Matrimonial columns are proof
enoughthat Indian parents still have deep faithingenetics, even
if the melting pot of urban existence is slowly diminishing caste
biases. Complexion, height and weight are asimportant as earn-
ing potential, and a preference for ‘Class I' civil servants, MBAS,
Chartered accountants and the like has as much to do with future
prosperity as the potential IQ of their progeny, given that clear-
ing public exams demands formidable RAM {random access
memory) these days. Though there are enough instances to
prove that like does not always beget like - data on how many
offspring of lITians also crack the entrance exam would be jllu-
minating - the average Indian parent's belief in DNA remains
unshakeable. But lassoing a suitable boy is as difficult as the
searchistedious, expensive and time-consuming, and there are
simply not that many {IT-1IM graduates, 1AS/IPS/Allied Services
officials and CAs available - that too at an affordable price.

The next best thing, obviously, is to aim for a small stake in a
blue chip if a merger is not possible: the Chennai couple have
obviously realised that, For those who believe in the genetics
game, the attraction is clear: it is definitely cheaper than snag-
ging a whole IlTian or what-have-you, and thinking of them as
sperm banks rather than individuals expands the market expo-
nentially. It also opens up alternative sources of funding for
‘needy’ HT-1IM students. Of course, there is no telling what other
traits could be inherited along with formidable IQs, but that's a
risk many may be willing to take.
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‘India, priority for
Irish varsities’

Sravanthi Challapalli
Recently in Dublin
Indiais a priority for Irish uni-
versities looking to draw stu-
dents from across the world,
said Ms Orla Battersby, Head,

Education In Ireland.

Speaking to Indian media-
persons visiting Dublin at the
invitation of the Dublin Air-
port Authority, she said the
country is promoting post-
graduate and Ph.D pro-
grammes in India.

WHY IRELAND?

The country’s safety scores
(Ireland was ranked 11th in
the Global Peace Index 2011)
will be attractive to parents,

and students can be assured of

avery personal teaching expe-
rience, she said. Pointing to
companies such as Google,
Apple, Pfizer, Citi and IBM
being present in the country,
she claimed: “These compa-
nies don’t just focus on our
science and technology gradu-
ates — their CEOs also highly
rate the Irish-educated gradu-
ates in the arts and human-
ities, who they regard as
having the creativity, collab-
oration, flexibility and other

core skills necessary for mod-
ern business.”

This year seven universities
and a ministerial delegation
will visit the country to ac-
quaint students with studying
in Ireland. IIT Delhi and Uni-
versity of Pune are among
those which are conducting
research projects with Irish
educational institutions.

Students can opt for flexible
approaches to international
programmes such as blended
courses and one-year
exchanges, -

International graduates can
remain in Ireland for a year to
find a job or develop a busi-
ness idea, Ms Battersby said.

EDUCATION COSTS

A note from Education In Ire-
land says a Masters could cost
between €7,500 and €22,000
per annum, while aPh D could
cost €6,000 to €9,000. Living
costs range from €6,000 to
€9,000.

To a query, she said there
were more efforts by the Irish
government to focus scholar-
ships on a smaller number of
countries, of which India will
be given top preference.

Page 5 of 13



Page 6 of 13

Financial Chronicle ND 19/01/2012 p-10

[T technology to convert
speech into text message

G Diwakar
Press Trust of India

CITY-BASED International
Institute of Information
Technology (IIIT) is set to
develop a mobile technology
that would accept speech as
input and convert it into
language and text, which
can be sent as an SMS, a top
functionary of IIT said.

According to Rajeev San-
gal, director, 11T, the project,
funded by the mnistry of in-
formationtechnology, will be
ready in next two years,

“You can tatk to the mo-
bile phone. Suppose, any-
body does not know reading
or writing, they can dictate
the phone the SMS, which
they would like to send. They
should be able to speak it out
and then the phone will con-
vert it into text and send it as
a message,” Sangal said. Ac-
cording to him, seven other
institutions are currently

Talk to me

m The project, funded by
the ministry of |
information technology,
will be ready in 2 years

® The technology will be
vseful in mobile phones
which have smaller
screens and keyboard

m The speech lab of IIT
aims to develop robust
speech systems for
applications

working on this project. San-
gal said, the technology will
be useful in mobile phones,
which have smaller screens
and keyboard. ,
The speech lab of the 11-
IT aims to develop.robust
speech systems for applica-
tions, such as speech trans-
lation, phonetic engine for
Indian languages, speaker
recognition for hoemetrics,

and dialogue systems in
speech mode, a senior facul-
ty member said.

Speaking about other
projects currently the insti-
tute is working upon, San-
gal said, the research teams
are also engaged in develop-
ing an optical character
reader for mobile phones.

“The optical character
reader will read whatever is
written on the screen with
the help of a handwriting
recognition tool. We can
write the instructions in any
Indian languages on a mo-
bile phone, using a stylus.
The text will be recognised
by the cell-phone and action
can be taken accordingly,”
the academician explained.

According to analysts,
this technology is useful to
expand in to rural Indian
markets where mobile pen-
etration is still in the nas-
cent stage due to higher
levels of illiteracy.
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Can Ultrabooks challenge tablets?

Balajl Narasimhan- ,

Bangalore, Jan.18 ~
If the spate of announce-
ments on Ultrabook laptops
at the Consumer Electronics
Show in Las Vegas is anything
to go by, tablet makers have a
challenge on hand.

Acer launched the thinnest
Ultrabook  ever, Lenovo
caught the buzz with its Idea-
Pad Yoga and others, includ-
ing Dell and Hewlett
Packard, are lining up as
many as 75 Ultrabook models
this year.

In India, while tablets are
expected to show good
growth in 2012, notebooks
and Ultrabooks are expected
to hold their own, according
to industry experts. That's
because of the Ultrabooks’
ability to create content and
also because PC penetration
is low in India.

Vendor expectations indi-
cate this. Mr Alok Bharadwaj,
President, MAIT, said, “In
India, industry expects to sell
around 45 lakh laptops and 3
lakh tablets in the current fi-
nancial year. While laptops
will witness around 15 per
. centgrowth, tablets will grow

at 100 per cent being a new
category.”

While tablets are showing
a lot of promise, Mr §. Ra-
jendran, Chief Marketing Of-
ficer, Acer India, said that
content creators will not find
them useful.

“Ultrabooks are designed
to give people the power to
create and share content,
whereas tablets are lifestyle
.devices primarily meant only
for content consumption.”

Attendees look over Ultrabook laptops at the 2012
International Consumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas,
Nevada, US (file phote). — Bloomberg

He said that both would
coexist.

FEATURES :
Many Ultrabook manufactur-
ers usually talk about the fact
that the device can be used
for creating content because
of the speed of the processor
and the presence of a key-
board, but tablets have an ad-
vantage - weight. The iPad2
weighs around 600 gm, while
one of the lightest Ulira-
books, the Asus Zenbook
UX21, weighs 110 kg, which
is almost twice as much. But
while the iPad is limited to a
maximum storage of 64 GB,
the Asus Zenbook UX21 can
accommodate a base capacity
of 128 GB SSD and the pres-
ence of a keyboard and USB
could make it more appealing
to mainstream users.

But many in India may only
be able to afford one or the
other in any given year, and

this could hurt the refresh cy-
cle -laptop users who wantto
upgrade to a higher-end lap-
top may decide to stick to the
current laptop and instead
buy a tablet.

Conceding the possibility
of this, Mr S. Ramaprasad,
Country Business Manager-
MNC Accounts, Intel South
Asia, said, “We are fighting
for the share of wallet of the
customer. But there are first
time buyers and repeat

buyers and the tablet is a sec-"

ondary device for a repeat
buyer. In India, around 100
million households can af-
ford a PC, but only 20 million
have them.” Regarding the
rest, he said that even if you
could penetrate a few, it
would be a huge add-on.

LOW PC PENETRATION

The low PC penetration may
be the reason why tablets may
lose to jotebooks — the 20
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 WORLDWIDE TABLET SHIPMENT

45

million who have a PC may
look at a tablet, but not the 80
million who don’t because
they will first want to buy a
PC.

Mr Vishal Tripathi, Princi-
pal Research Analyst, Garin-
er, said, “In a country where
PC penetration is lower than
Vietnam, you can’t expect
people to buy both the de-
vices.”

Refuting the theory that
the growth of tablets would
hurt the refresh cycle for lap-
tops, he said, “If you have
heavy payloads, you can’t do
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them on a tablet. People who
can afford an Ultrabook will
replace notebooks with Ul-
trabooks. An Ultrabook can
replace anotebook or a tablet,
but a tablet cannot replace an
Ultrabook or anotebook.”
People who believe in tab-
lets have alot of faith in them.
‘Mr Sudhir Hasija, Chairman,
Karbonn Mobiles, which is
launching a tablet in a couple
of months, said, “Tablet is
definitely the future, Growth
will be fast in the Indian
market” . )
balaji.n@thehindu.co.in
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Local E-Books Breaking Cover

More Indian titles will be in the digital format as publishers hope to ride on higher growth rates, lower cost and device explosion

E-Book Excitement

Local publishing majors are lining up their e-book faunches riding
piggyback on high growth rates & rising tablet & smartphone sales

India’s publishing mart is growing...

90,000 b
Number of titles Languages inwhich P industry
published books are published growth rate

21,500-2,000 cr
iSize of the non-academic
bbdok publishing industry

India ranks third after the US and
UK in English language publishing

And an e-book drive may be new trigger...

« Top indian publishing houses like Penguin India, HarperCollins
and Amar Chitra Katha are gearing up 1o release e-books. Pen-
guin is likely to retease close to 150 e-books In Janvary

% Releasing a book on an e-reader costs less than
printing the same, itis assumed. For a customer,
e-books will cost 10-20% less than actual books

@ Technology-linked innovations in India's publish-
ing industry have to be seen in the light of success
stories from the US, Europe and Japan

@ Inthe US, for one, e-books have been extremely
successful. On December 15, 2011, Amazon said it
had sold 1 miltion units of Kindle e-book reader in
the previous three weeks.

. rarew ey

MRl " S -
fﬂl‘he success of e-books in India would criticaily dependon ~.
g\) tablet and smartphone sales, Hardware lobby MAIT says there are -

300,000 tablet users in India today with expected 100% growth in
2012. Smartphones cormprise 8% of the mobile market today

INDU NANDAKUMAR

& SRIVIDYA IYER

BANGALORE | MUMBA}

A small team at Penguin India’s
New Delhi office is agog with ex-
citement as the publishing pow-
erhouse — with 250 titles every
year - waits for its E-moment —
launch of the first set of 150 e-
books slated for this month. Not
Jjust Penguin, other Indian book
publishers are taking the risk to
launch e-books to try out the po-
tential of this virgin marketata
locallevel. Top publishing houses
like Harper Collins and Amar
Chitra Katha are all expected to
release their first set of e-books
within the next six months.

“We are aggressively converting
books into e-books. At this point
in time, there is not a big market
for e-books here but when the de-
vice explosion happens, we’ll be
there,” says Ananth Padma-
nabhan, vice-president for sales
at Penguin Ind-ia.

HarperCollins India, the Indian
subsidiary of American publish-
ing major HarperCollins, will
launch its first e-book this year.
Rightnow, it is now preparing the
ground for entering the e-book
market: developing the technolo-
gy conversions, working out the
legalities and creating the right
distribution and sales strategy.

“Online sellers entered a few
years back and has since then
very quickly grabbed a growing
percentage share .in the sales
charts...now the movement to e-
books is a natural progression
keeping in view a certain set of

audience,” says Lipika Bhushan,
senior marketing manager at

HarperCollins India.

Penguin says entry of e-books
will contribute to wider availa-
bility of content, but wouldn’t af-
fect sales of standard books. “We
want the readers to be comforta-
ble with digital content and
want it to be available in

' Both physical and e-book
markets will flourish. One
will not cannibalise the other,”
Padmanabhan said.
HarperCollins’ Bhushan alse
says e-books would not take over

every possible format””

the physical book bit since there
would still be those who would
prefer the touch, feel and smell,
“It might move towards print-on-
demand kind of set-up. But yes,
e-hooks are a serious considera-
tion for additional revenue gen-
erationand we have already start-
ed towork at it.”

Home-grown publisherssuchas
Amar Chitra Katha - the creators
of Jataka and Birbal tales - are
also rolling the dice as they pre-
pare to foray into the e-book mar-
ket. The company is currently
creating e-books for the Apple
platform, but soon plans to tie-up
with other vendors. Penguin,
India’s largest book publisher by
revenue, will launch its e-books
across platforms like Kobo, Nook,
Kindleand IPad.

There are three key drivers
which could transform this ini-
tial excitement into a successful
foray. First, the growth of tablets
and smartphones in India, devic-
es that would host the e-reader.
The second is the growth of the
publishing industry in India - e-
books can piggyback the success
of the print versions. And third,
but not the least, is the far lower
cost of ane-book.

India’s publishing industry is
growing at a compounded rate of
30% annually and it isexpected to
grow at the same pace over the
next three years, says industry
body Ficei. Itranks behind the US
and the UK in English-language
publishing when measured in
number of titles.

But the success of e-books will
hinge on higher sales of tablets
and smartphones. According to
hardware lobby Manufacturer’s
Association of IT Industry, there
are 300,000 tablet users in India
today and it forecasts a 100%
growth for the current year.
Smartphones saleshave beenris-
ing 8% year-on-year right now.

Sayoni Basu, publisher at ACK
Media -- which brings out the
Amar Chitra Katha titles — says:
“The e-book market in India is in
the nascent stages. But once the
cost of devicesreduce, it willbea
bigmarket. Also, the mobile mar-
ket in India is huge, and publish-
erslook for ways to tap that.” But

The movement to
e-bhooks is a natural
progression Keeping in
view a certainset of
audience

LIPIKA BHUSHAN
Senior Marketing Manager,
HarperCollins

HarperCollins feels the devices
will probably have to be remod-
eled and designed keeping the
Indian demographics inmind.

Releasing a book on an ereader
is far more cost-effective than
printing copies of the same, it is
generally assumed. For a buyer,
e-book prices can be 10% to 20%
lower than that of a hard-bound
volume. But from a publisher’s
perspective, certain parts of the
digital value chain can be expen-
sive and hence the cost reduction
may not beassharp, an ET poll of
the top publishing houses and re-
search estimates point out.

For instance, conversion of text
into the e-book format, digital
warehousing which includes
storage and maintenance of data
and hiring people with the right
technical know-how can be ex-
pensive, a senior official froma
top publishing houses said.

“Infact, even the sales and mar-

keting of e-books is going to be
different from the way we market
physical books as more focus will
‘be on positioning. E-readers are
innovative and user-friendly de-
vices. They are the need of the
hour,” he added. Basu of ACK
Media says digitisation of con-
tent has become extremely im-
portant and her firm is already
innovating in this space.

The innovations in India’s non-
academic publishing industry,
estimated at anywhere between
Rs 1,500 crore and Rs 2,000 crore
in 2011, have to be seen in thelight
of successes inthe USand Japan.
In the US, e-books have been so
successful that on December 15,
2011, Amazon announced that it
had sold one million units of its
Kindlee-book reader in the previ-
ous three weeks. Exactlyas ina
print title’s sales success in US
and the UK would have some rub-
off effect here.

With the rising popularity of e-
readers in the West, an increas-
ing number of authors have now
turned self -publishers, giving
them a higher share of the prof-
its. 27-year-old Amanda Hocking,
an American writer, has sold
more than 150,000 copies of her
book Switched on Amazon in less
than six months after release.
Publishers suggest that self-pub-
lishing is slowly catching up lo-
cally too.

Sceptics are there too. Jatin
Varma, founder of Delhi-based
Pop Culture Publishing says the
present market is too small and
undependable for e-books. “It is
an investment for the future and
it’s going to take some time. But I
am not sure how the market
would respond.” Pop Culture
Publishing brings out Random
Comicmagazine.

An e-book is something Alok
Kejriwal, 43-year-old co-founder
Games2win, an online gaming
platform, swears by. But he
doesn't think the digital variant
is going to overtake physical
books. “I think conceptually we
are book reading country, There
isacharmaround them,” hesaid.
“Ithink for the big publishers, re-
leasing an e-book is about smart-
ening their proposition.”
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DU, Jamia V-Cs
oppose points
for promotions

STAFF REPORTER M NEW
DELHI

The high-power UGC com-
mittee formulated to
rework the point based system
for promotion of teachers is
facing opposition, The system
has faced stiff resistance from
the teaching fraternitys
However, in the last UGC
meeting, Vice-Chancellors of
Delhi University and Jamia
Millia Islamia Prof. Dinesh
Singh and Prof. Najeeb Jung,
respectively, rejected the point
based system for promotion
and have proposed that the
UGC should come up with a
different mechanism.

The point system of pro-
motion was introduced by the
UGC in June 2010. To assess
the competency of the teach-
ers, the point system of pro-
motion proposed assessment
of teachers on three cate-
gories-teaching, extra and co
curricular activities and
research and publication, In
the system the teachers are to

-be promoted not just on the
basis of their teaching skills,
but also on their participation
in the extra curricular activi-
ties and for their research
work. The system faced criti-
cism from the teaching com-
munity, who felt that the job of
a teacher is to teach in the first
place and then do a research
and write papers.

A high power committee
under the chairmanship of
Professor M Anandkishnan,
Chairman IIT, Kanpur was
constituted in December last
year to rework on the promo-
tion system for the teachers.
The committee is to submit its
report in two months time.

The committee comprises
of nine members including
Dinesh Singh and Najeeb
Jung. In the committee meet-
ing held earlier this month, the
two Vice-Chancellors rejected
the point based system of
assessment of teachers.
Sources in the UGC con-
firmed that both the Vice-
Chancellors criticised and
rejected the point based sys-

THE COMMITTEE
PLANS TO CREATE
A UNIFORM
GUIDELINE FOR ___
PROMOTION AND ™,
SELECTION FOR ALY
THE UNIVERSITIES

tem and the committee has
made up its mind to do away
with the system.

The committee has now
decided to come up with a
new system for promotion of
the teachers. In the month of
November last year, the two
vice chancellors had met the
UGC Chairman and the HRD
minister requesting to do
away with the point system
after which this committee
has been formed.

The Federation of Central
Universities’ Teachers’
Associations (FEDCUTA) has
been protesting against the point
system since the time it has been
announced by the UGC. The
Delhi University Teachers’
Association (DUTA) has also
refused to adopt the system in
the university. “We have held
several protests against the dpoint
system for assessment and pro-

. motion of the teachers. Our pri-

mary job as teachers is to teach.
Besides adequate facilities for
research is not available at all
places. We have been demand-
ing for the self appraisal system
> said former FEDCUTA and
former DUTA president Aditya
N Misra,

" In the next meeting of the
committee on Thursday, a
new promotion mechanism
is likely to be discussed and
debated. The committee is
also likely to work on a uni-
form guideline for selection
and promotion process of the
college and the university
teachers, “While in some col-
lege it is the college trust that
takes decision on appoint-
ment, in others it is the gov-
erning bod%"of the college
said a member.
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Wiki blacks out ‘free knowledge’ for a day”

Chidanand Rajghatta | Ty

Vashington: Users of pop-
lar, everyvday websites such
s Google, Wikipedia, and
raig's Listran intoa virtual
rall on Wednesday after
hese influential online titans
nforced a 24-hour hlackoat
n their home pages to protest

proposed by the S Congress.

Wilkipedia blacked out ac-
cess to its widely-used, user
penerated, fres-source con-
tent. Inserting a search term

“For over a decade, we have
spent millions of hours build-
ing the largest encyclopediain
human history Right now; the
U8 Congress is considering

toolt users bri-
efly tothe rele-

p‘Free speech curbs’, P 20

legislation that
could  fatally

vant page before it was re-
placed by a protest page with
the headline *Imagine aworld

gamst nternet regulations  withoutfree knowledge.”

damage the fres and open in-
ternet. For 24 hours, to raise
awareness, we are blacking
out Wikipedia,” it explained.

(Smart net jocks though
ficured out escape routes to
circumvent the blackout: for
mmstance, hitting the escape
lkey just as a Wikipedia page
was loadingcould get the usar
totherequested site)

Google had a black patch
across its familiar logo, say-
g, “Tell Congress: Please
Don't Censorthe Web™,

Publication: The Times Of India Delhi;Date: Jan 132, 2012 %ection: Times Mation; Page: 15;

Katju backs legal action
on social networking sites

Bhopal: Press Council of India (PCI) chairman Justice
Markandey Katju has said that social networking sites
should be ready toface legal action on failure toremove ob.
jectionablecontent. “Thawve seen the content on these sites
and found them tobe highly objectionable which may dis-
rupt social harmony If they fail to check these contents,
thentheyshould beready toface legal action,” Katju said.
Katjusaid he totally supports the viewof telecom min-
ister Kapil &ibal on regulating and putting a check on con-
tent of these social sites. Katju also did not agree with the
argument that it 1s not possible to remove objectionable
content from being uploaded in hugequantitvdaily #n
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US bills will curb free

speech:

Chidanand Rajghatta | Tum

Washington: Protesting
against internet regulations
proposed bythe USCongress,
Google, Wikipedia  and
Craig’s List on Wednesday
enforced a 24-hour blackout
on their home pages,

Clicking on the redacted
logo took onetoa petition be-
neath the slogan, “End pira-
oy, not liberty™, inwhich Goo-
gle outlined 1ts opposition to
the proposed legislat on,

“Twao bills before Con-
oress, known as the Protect
IP Act (PIPA) in the Senate
and the Stop Online Piracy
Act (SOPAY in the House,
wolld censor the Web and im-
pose harmful regula tions on
American business,"” Google
explained. “There’s no need
to make American social net-
works, blogs and search en-
gines censar the Internet or
undermine the existing laws
that have enabled the Web to
thrive, creating millions of
U8 jobs.”

The online behemoths got
their message across, al-
though some giants such as
Faceboolk and Twitter did not
join the blackout despite
their opposition to the pro-
posed legislation. They said
they did not want to affect ev-
ervday user experience,

Most companies with big
online presence say the pro-
posed Congressional legisla-
tion aimed at curbing online
piracy. which has the support
of numerous Hollywood en-
tertainment compan ies, con-
stitutes regulatory overre-
ach that will kill innovation
and censor free speech. Un-
der the proposed law, the jus-
tice department and copy-
right holders would be
empowered to demand that
searchengines deletelinksto
sites deemed to be “dedicat-
ed” to copyright infringe-

Online biggies
W Websites led by Wikipedia go

dark in protest against two
anti-piracy bills to be discussed
WiIKIPEDIA
s e RS

in US Congress next week -

DARK
PROTEST

WHAT'S IN STORE

I Bills give US govt powers to act
THEY TOO GO BLANK
p Sites that also went

against websites, including foreign
dark on Wednesday —

wehsite, asking advertiserment
providers and payment services to
stop doing business with it and
preventing search engines from
linking to the website, Effectively,
S govt will have power to blank
out a site anywhere in the warld

anes, hosting content it believes
infringes copyright
p Action includes blocking the
Reddit, community of
news curators; XDA-
Developers, forum for

CREATORS V'S HOSTS?

M Bills seen to be | pPitted against

smartphone users; backing media | ame Internet
Wired and ArsTechnica, corporations — | intermediaries
prominent tech news movie houses, such as Google
sites; Datmeal, cartoon record companies | and Yahoo!, &
site; and many small —and other IP | services that
blogs and sites holders host content

Wikipedia editors question blackout

Canthu waorld live withoutWikipedia for a day? The shutdown
of one ofthe internet's most-visitedsites is notsittingwell
with some of its volunteer editors, whosay the protest of
anti-piracy law could threaten the credibility of theirwork. as

ment. Ad networks and pay-
ment processors would be
prohibited from doing busi-
nesswiththe sites,
Protesting companies say
the legislation would impose
an unreascnable burden on
websitesto police user-gener-
ated content. Lawmalers pi-
loting the bills scoffed at the
protestz,  “Thizs  publicity
stunt does a disservice to its
users by promoting fear in-
stead of facts,” =aid Lamar
8mith, chairman of the
House Judiciary Committes
and asponsorof S0OPA. “Per-
haps during the blackout, In-

ternet users can look else-
where for an  accurate
definition of online piracy.™

Other lawmalkers took a
more reasoned stance, “Per-
haps if these companies
wolld participate construe-
tively they could point to
what in the actual legislation
they contend threatens their
websites,” =aid Senator Pa-
trick Leahy:

“That 1= what debate on
legislation is intended to do,
to fine-tune the bill to con-
front the problem of stealing
while protecting against un-
intended consequences.”
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Time up for

leap second?
Scientists to
decide today

Geneva: Time could soon be
up for the leap second — the
extra moment added to uni-
versal timetolkeepitin sync
with the earth’s movement
— as experts consider abaol-
1shingit laterthis weel.
Coordinated Universal
Time (UTC) iz based on
about 400 atomic clocks at
laboratories  around the
world, occasionally correct-
edwithaleapsecondtoalign
it with the earth’s varving
rofation. The world’s com-
puter systems need to be ad-
justed accordingly leaving
them open to error, and
many countries including
the U8 and France want to
end the 40-year-old practice,
After wears of debate,
delegates with the Interna-
tional Telecommunication
Union (IT will decide on
Thursday whether to abol-
1shit. “It"simpossible to pre-
dict when we will need the
leap second to be inserted,”
Wincent Meens, chairman
aof the ITIPs study group.
“The reason for this i=dueto
the rotation of theearth and
events lilke earthquakes can
slowthe earth. All computer
systems need to be adjusted
withthisleapsecond, andits
a problem because it needs
tobe done manually. ase
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Facebook can make us sad too

London: In today's world, logging on to social net-
working websites may be the most popular way to
kmnow about each others® lives, but it can also make
vou sad, say researchers. A new study, led by sociolo-
gists Hui-Ten Grace Chou and Nicholas Edge, at Utah
Walley University has found the more hours people
spend on social networking sites, like Facebook, the
strongeris their belief that others are happier.

The researchers claim that the carefully chosen
picturesof cheerful faces which Facebook nsers tend
to upload on their pages actually portray a debilitat-
ing message to others. “Looking at happy pictures of
others on Facebook gives people an impression that
athers are ‘always’ happy and having good lives.
While Facebook users will know that their real
friends hawve ups and downs in their lives, all they
hawve to go on with their fake Facebook friends’ = a
smiling picture,” ‘Daily Mail quoted Chou assaying.

For their study the researchers interviewed 425
undergraduate students about their happiness and
that of their friends. The subjects were asked how
much they agreed or disagreed with statements such
as “Lifeisfair” and “Many of my friendshave abetter
life thanme™. Thestuden ts thendescribed their Face-
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book activity including their number of “friends".
Some 95% used the website and on average they had
been there for two-and-a-half years, and spent nearly
fivehoursaweek on it. The findings, published in *Cy-
berpsychology, Behaviour and Social Networking
journal, revealed that “the more hours pecple spent
on Faceboolk, the stronger was their agreement that
others were happier®. sm



